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FIELD VISIT – 15th PACE TRIP  

 

Team   Bro. Peter Müller-Graf and Bro. Silas Rameshkumar 

Date   Friday, 18th January to Monday, 4th February 2019 

Areas    Bangalore, Tiruppattur, Vellakkuttai, Kakangarai, Mamallapuram 
 

Objectives 
1. To study the culture, spirituality, economic state and church orientation of FAMIN benefi-

ciaries’ families 
2. To support and encourage prayer fellowships and house-church setups among believers 
3. To train, instruct, impart and instill the mission objectives of FAMIN to local leaders and 

people in South India 
4. To study and evaluate the needs and possibilities of projects towards development of poor 

and needy 
5. To spread the Good News to the people, to preach, to counsel and comfort people with 

spiritual need 
6. To evaluate, follow-up and analyze the life-situation of the people who received support. 

FAMIN Switzerland and FAMIN-India have organized a two-week PACE (Prayer and Cultural Ex-
perience) program to achieve the objectives specified above. The details of activities carried out 
during the trip are given below. 

 
1. Start with transport from Basel to Frankfurt and Bangalore – a challenge! 
The first activity was a passive one. You must sometimes travel long distances to reach your 
planned purpose. Bro. Peter had prayerfully prepared his itinerary, flights, visits – and made a first 
encounter with Gods leadership. He missed his direct flight to Bangalore India being late for one 
minute at the airport of Frankfurt due to time consuming security checks. But the Word came to 
him, “that everything works together for good for those who love the LORD” (Rom. 8:28). He re-
ceived an onward flight through Delhi and arrived only later than planned. Yet he did not miss the 
wonderful start and had a perfect ending on Monday, 4th February 2019 when he said farewell to 
India at 3.30 a.m. PRAISE THE LORD. 
 

2. Hope Chapel, Sunday Service, Kammanahalli, Bangalore 
We attended the Sunday service at Hope Chapel, Bangalore. We met some of our old friends and 
Pastor Robert D’ Roza after the service. The message was on ‘God’s entry way’. Solomon asked 
the Lord to help him on ‘going out and coming in’. The context of ‘going out and coming in’ is from 
1 Kings 3:5-7. David knew how to lead people in to any war and bring them back safely. So, Solo-
mon asked for such wisdom. All the bible verses from Numbers 27:15-17, Deuteronomy 31:1-2, 1 
Samuel 18:12-18 and John 10:9 speak about ‘going out and coming in’ which explains the worry 
or trouble of Solomon on which he was seeking the help of the Lord. Because of such humility of 
Solomon, the Lord has blessed him with wisdom as it is explained in 2 Chronicles 9:1-4.  
The major learnings were: 

For we are God’s handiwork, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.  Eph. 2:10 
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• In victory, we come to rejoice in the Lord’s presence, in failure we come to repent in Lord’s 
presence and in midst of the war we come to the Lord’s presence to regain the strength 
and refresh. 

• We also face and encounter spiritual warfare in our day-to-day lives. We need the Lord’s 
wisdom and presence ‘to go out and to come in’ safely. 

• We need to behave wisely, and our wisdom comes by going in the presence of the Lord. 

• Worship brings God’s fear in our life. Fear of the Lord means agreeing with God in what is 
right and wrong. 

• Worship is the way to receive the presence of the Lord, fear of the Lord and wisdom of the 
Lord in to our lives.  
 
 

On Monday of the 1st week we travelled by car South into the District of Vellore Tamil Nadu  
 
 

3. Subhashini &Thirupathi family, Kakangarai / District Vellore 

Subhashini with her husband Thirupathi are liv-
ing with their children Shamini and Poorvesh at farm 
house Kakangarai. 

This family had to go through so many struggles due 
to a family dispute between Thirupathi and his 
brother. FAMIN has supported towards rebuilding, 
modification and renovation of their divided portion 
of the house to build a kitchen, hall etc. to make it 
usable. 
 

Thirupathi had a hard and bitter feeling on his 
brother Thirumalai’s actions regarding the dis-
pute. We were able to counsel him and helped 
him to realize God’s mercy and the power of for-
giving. Thirupathi was able to receive for-
giveness and forgive and pray for his brother. On 
seeing the needs of this family, FAMIN has ex-
tended its support to provide a 3-burner gas 
stove and a study table for Poorvesh. 
In Kakangarai we had been hosted for one night 

and then proceeded to Vellakkuttai. 
 

4. Sis. Eswari R. House, Vellakkuttai 

Eswari is a widow for 24 years and living in Vellakkuttai. 
There is water-scarcity in this village during March to October and peo-
ple walk to a distant place to fetch drinking water. 
Years ago, FAMIN has provided a borewell to provide water to the 
people. Not long ago a tap fixed outside the house giving access to 
the neighboring people who need water was “broken/stolen” by some-
body. Sis. Eswari couldn’t fix it again. We provided funds for repairing 
the tap and to continue the water distribution to the neighbors (John 
4:13-14). 
This house has been built with one more floor and a single room on 
the rooftop. Due to insufficient funds the construction has been halted 
without providing proper windows, complete fittings and equipment in 
the bath room and provision for a kitchen. 

The structure allows that the whole building can be used more effec-
tively and provide facilities for a Mission Center. FAMIN is planning to offer activities such as 

tuitions, tailoring and starting as a Home-Church with Bible reading, Prayer and other functions. 
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5. Vijay Kumar & Leelavathi family, Tiruppattur 

Vijay Kumar and Leelavathi are living in Tiruppattur with their chil-
dren Negasree and Lekhasree. Leelavathi with her mother Srima-
thi, her sister Vani and the neighboring woman Bujji were led to 
Christ during an earlier PACE trip years ago. 
 

Vijay Kumar is an electrical engineer and he worked in Dubai for 
over 20 years and is now back in his country running his own busi-
ness in Tiruppattur. During another previous field trip visiting this 
family years ago also Vijay Kumar, the father, accepted Christ as 
his personal Savior and he has become a faithful believer. He 
wants to start weekly fellowship meetings for families to offer and 
conduct Bible reading and prayers. This beautiful family hosted us 
overnight and we were able to guide and provide encouragement 
and counsel to all. 
 
 

6. Vani & Madhan family, Tiruppattur 

Vani (daughter of widow Srimathi) and Madhan are living in 
Tiruppattur with their children Varshitha and Shakshitha. Ini-
tially this family was living in Chennai and Madhan was work-
ing as a banking professional. Madhan met with a heavy road 
accident and had a serious fracture in his right leg. He had to 
undergo major surgeries and his leg got a support of titanium 
plate to help the bone to reset. 
He lost his job due to his disability and they moved their family 
to Tiruppattur. He started a furniture business with a family 
friend which is now in its beginning stage although his body is 
not strong, and his leg is constantly paining. 
Madhan needs to undergo another surgery to remove the support plates in his leg which would 
cost 8.5 lakhs. Due to their financial status and the painful process involved in surgery and recov-
ery, they are not able to do the surgery now. We were able to share the Gospel with Madhan and 
encouraged him to pray to God and join with his wife Vani to fervently ask the LORD for help 
(James 5:16). 

 
With our car we returned from South district Vellore back to Bangalore Karnataka.  
 

7. Visit to The Gideons International in India, Bangalore 
As we entered the city the Spirit of the LORD prompted us to visit Bro. George Varughese, advo-
cate and member of the Gideons International.  

He keeps Bible stock for Bangalore North Camp. All Scriptures have the Godly promise of Isa. 
55:10-11. Bro Peter visited this Camp some years ago and served there in a Camp meeting. 

Bro. George helped as advocate greatly registering FAMIN India Trusts. Bro. Silas Rameshkumar 
is also a member in good standing of the Gideon Organization. It has grown in membership and 
Camps from one to seventeen. This ministry is presently distributing 300’000 copies of Scriptures 
in various fields of service and on a personal basis among their population of around 11 million 
people. 
 

Mr. Karthik, visiting FAMIN Head Office, Bangalore 
Karthik is a network engineer working for an internet provider company and 
upgraded the Internet cable. We took the opportunity to share the Word of God 
and Mr. Karthik received a personal copy of a New Testament. 
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8. Vijay Kumar & Martha family, Bangalore 

Vijayakumar is the Treasurer of FAMIN India. He is actively in-
volved in the ministry and administration activities. Vijayakumar got 
married on 22rd December 2018, with Martha Rubee at Hope 
Chapel, Bangalore. 
Vijay is working as an assistant project manager in an IT company 
and Martha as a house-nurse in another IT company. They are liv-
ing with Vijay’s mother Esther in a rented house in Bangalore. 
This entire PACE trip was emerged based on a plan to attend Vijay 
and Martha’s wedding and got postponed later due to accommodat-
ing other plans. Vijay and Martha are committed to the Lord’s min-
istry. 
 

 
 
The next domestic flight brought us from one capital to another, namely Bangalore Karnataka to 
Chennai Tamil Nadu on the East Coast of South India. Here the FAMIN ministry had its beginning in 
2001 visiting an orphanage children home with girls in Anakaputhur, Chennai TN. 

 

9. Paul Anbazhagan & Mary family, Mamallapuram 
Paul Anbazhagan and his wife Mary live with 
their son Paul Livingstone in Mamallapuram He 
is pastor in MPA (Madras Pentecostal Assem-
bly) Church. Their daughter Beulah married 
Benhur Jeremiah and they have a baby girl 
called Pauline Yovannal. FAMIN supported for 
the education of Beulah and Paul Livingstone 
for some years and for the Church Music equip-
ment. 
 

The family was using an old washing machine for 
several years, which was gifted by a family friend 
and it got spoilt due to wear and tear. Repair was 
not possible. Sister Mary was washing all the 
clothes manually. We helped them and FAMIN 
provided a washing machine and a 3-burner gas 
stove for the family and a LaserJet printer for the 
Church ministry.  
 
 
 

10.Church Service at MPA Church, Mamallapuram 

Bro. Peter was asked to share the word of God with 
the congregation of MPA Church, Mamallapuram on 
27th January 2019. His subject was: “The everlasting 
Love of God gives everlasting Love and Hope (Rom 
5:5). Bro. Peter shared with all the also his life testi-
mony and the importance of the Word of God 

Pastor Paul Anbazhagan shared his testimony on how 
FAMIN was instrumental to provide education to Paul 
Livingstone and Beulah when they were struggling to 
manage the family and educational expenses. A spe-
cial dinner and cake-cutting celebration followed the 
service. 
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11. Sis. Amutha Dharmaseelan family, Mamallapuram 

Widow Amutha is living with her children in 
Mamallapuram. Anbumozhi her first daughter 
got married in February 2017 with Karthik and 
they are living in Chennai. Anbarasan is work-
ing as a computer instructor in a community col-
lege run by Intermission. Anbukani is working 
as a higher secondary teacher in a school. The 
younger son Thamizharasan is working in an IT 
company. 
 

FAMIN supported this fatherless family to-
wards education, 

housing, house-hold equipment etc. 
This time family we contributed a three-
burner stove and washing machine for the 
family. The stove would help them to pre-
pare food quickly in the morning when eve-
ryone is trying to get ready. The washing 
machine will be a great relief for mother 
Amutha who washes the clothes for the 
whole family. 

It was Bro. Peters first visit to India when 

FAMIN started to support Anbukani (Tamil = 
Fruit of Love). After the death of her father and only five years old little girl 
Anbukani was brought to a children home where 
Bro. Peter met her for the first time. We supported 
her and later the family members upgrading them 
for a self-supporting life. 
Anbukani daily commutes a long way by bus to the 
school spending a lot and wasting valuable time. 
FAMIN equipped her with a scooter and a mobile, 
both for the job and personal use. 
Anbukani is 29 years young and planning to get 
married this year. 
 
 
 

 
After visiting the East, we returned to Bangalore Karnataka to visit, meet and serve our FAMIN people 
supported during the past and evaluate the ongoing needs and projects. 

 
12. Silas & Shobha Rameshkumar family, Bangalore (Headquarters FAMIN India) 

Silas and Shobha are now a family of four. Silas is working in 
Capgemini Technologies as senior 
consultant. 
Silas and Shobha are the board of 
trustees for FAMIN India Trust.  
Due to a lot of visitors for family and 
ministry purposes we contributed to-
wards a 3-burner gas stove for the 
kitchen, a shelf for the household 
and a desktop PC for the FAMIN In-
dia Office work. The sarees for both 
Shobha and Eswari, mother of Silas, was donated to outwardly 
reflect their hearts with its character and beauty. 
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13. Abraham Bernad & Elizabeth family, Bangalore 

 
Abraham Bernad is the pastor of Bangalore Central 
Church. He and his wife Elizabeth are living with their 
son Norman, daughter-in-law Hannah and grandson 
Judah in Geddallahalli in their Mission Centre built by 
FAMIN. 
 
We supported their ministry work through Life Insti-
tute Trust, tailoring schools etc. and funded towards 
the construction of multi-purpose mission center 
which contains, the church hall, pastor’s residence, 
guest room, training hall, office room etc. 
 

FAMIN also supported towards the education of their 
children Norman and Karen. The daughter Keren has 
completed BA Law and she has become a qualified ad-
vocate. She got married to Daniel Frey, who is a Swiss. 
Both are now living in Switzerland.  

The entry gate of the Mission Centre is damaged due 
to age and rust. FAMIN has contributed a gift for a gey-
ser installation in the house and support towards the 

replacement of a new grill-gate for the entrance. 
 
 

14. Sunday Service at Bangalore Central Church 

FAMIN has built the Missionary 

Center in Geddallahalli during 2003 
to 2005. 
 

During our visit Pastor Abraham Ber-
nad requested Bro. Peter to share 
the Word of God with his congrega-
tion on 3rd February 2019. Abraham 
knows me for 15 years so he quoted 
Isa. 59:21 as an inspiration to me! 

After the worship three English songs 
have been played as an opener for the message. The theme was WORD and PRAYER. The topic 
of the message was to experience and live in a personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ 
(Gal.2:20). There were illustrations and applications on how through the Bible God speaks and 
reveals Himself to us and how we can give and show our heart and love to God (John 14:21). 
 

Pastor Abraham Bernad shared his testimony on how 
FAMIN was supportive during the past eighteen years and 
in time of great needs and troubles had built the “Bangalore 
Church Mission Centre” with living and hosting facilities, Tai-
loring School, Bore Well, etc.). 
 

A Holy Communion followed the service. The family of four 
members (picture left) received Christ as their personal Savior 
through the guidance and blessings of Bro. Peter and the 
parents and their children received a New Testament with 
personal Words. 
 

In this picture are father Thomas, his daughter Angela Ja-
cintha, mother Rita and son Alvin holding their New Testa-
ments with gratitude and great joy. 
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15.Maharaj & Roseline family, Hosur 

 

The family with Maharaj and Roseline are living in Hosur. Roseline is 
working as a teacher in a Government School. Their son Moses is 
studying B.Th. (Bachelor of Theology) in Bangalore and staying with 
Bernad’s family at Bangalore Central Church.  

Pr. Abraham Bernad’s family raised Moses and Beulah while their 

mother Roseline was teaching in the town of Hosur. 

 

 

 

Beulah (picture below) the daughter has completed 
her B.Com. degree and is searching for a job. She 
is stressed out of being unemployed and the very 
bad experiences from her previous short-term em-
ployments. Since we know and heard of her desire 
and goals, FAMIN encouraged her to stay in Ban-
galore with the family of Lilly Aruldhas, her Aunty, 
and her cousin Nancy (picture right side) whom we sup-
ported until she has become a teacher. 

FAMIN has contributed a mobile to Beulah for her 
present needs. She is planning to stay in Bangalore. 
The big city should enable her to be free finding a 
job and making decisions for her future life. 

 

 

16. Devika D. & Shekar family, Bangalore 

The “Devi-family” is living in the suburban area Subbannapalaya, 
Bangalore. They have two sons Rohit and Suresh. Devika is work-
ing as a housemaid and Shekar is a plumber. 

 

FAMIN supported for the education of their sons. Both have now 
completed their studies and are working in private companies. Dur-
ing our visit Devika has received a used 2-burner gas stove for her 
kitchen in replacement of her aged one. 

 

Years ago, their old house got damaged and the family did not have 
a proper house to live. When they started to build a new house on 
their own land, FAMIN contributed a portion of the budget towards 
the construction.  
 

 
For the rest of the required construction to complete the house, Devika had to borrow money from 
money lenders for an exorbitant interest rate (84 % yearly). 
 

Most of the earnings of the entire family went towards paying the interest. They lived under great 
distress and poverty. 
 

We realized the frightening situation of Devika of an outstanding loan of 2 Lakhs (CHF 3000). 
FAMIN extended their support to rescue the family from the pressure of these loans. 
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Both depts are now repaid and the blank, signed cheques 
which have been mortgaged against the loans have been 
recovered. PRAISE JESUS! 
 

Devika with her family is now free from the clutches of op-
pression and breathes freely and working with happiness 
for a prosperous self-supporting life. 
 
She conveys her heartfelt thanks to FAMIN and its 
friends, supporters and prayer partners. 
 

 
 

 
 

Summary and Conclusion 
 

Through this 15th PACE Field trip during February March 2019, we realized that there is a 
lot of potential and need for spiritual guidance and sustainable help-work in the South-of 
India. We concentrate presently to  

• the Urban area, District and City of Bangalore Karnataka 

• the Rural area of Tamil Nadu with its Districts of Kanchipuram with the town of 
Mamallapuram and the District of Vellore with its towns Vaniyambadi, Tiruppattur 
and the villages of Kakangarai and Vellakkuttai 

 

The Anamalais in the Hill area of Tamil Nadu was not covered during this PACE trip due 
to time and health constraint.  
Though FAMIN India is still in contact and does help the widow Amuthababy by supporting 
her and her daughter Nithyababy to study BA Engl. in Coimbatore. 
 

FAMIN Switzerland throughout 2018 and now dur-
ing the field trip has re-evaluated its operations.  
 
Still it extends support and does help-work through 
the established channels with Local Trusts and with 
FAMIN India on a case-by-case basis.  
 
 
For the report: 

Silas Rameshkumar  
Field Coordinator and Representative 
Bangalore Karnataka 
 
 

pictured with his wife Shobha 
and their sons Simon Peter and John Peter 
 
Bangalore / Liestal, 3rd  March 2019 
 

 
FAMIN ist eine staatlich anerkannte Hilfsorganisation. Gemäss kantonalen Bestimmungen sind Spenden 
gemeinnützige Zuwendungen und beim steuerbaren Einkommen abzugsberechtigt. Die Tätigkeiten in der 
Schweiz sind ehrenamtlich. Reisedienste werden persönlich finanziert. Danke dass Sie FAMIN unterstützen. 
Bankverbindung: Credit Suisse, 8070 Zürich   PC-Konto 80-500-4     IBAN CH10 0483 5083 5571 2100. 0 


